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By Ruby Gonzales
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A judge on Tuesday sentenced a Mongols Mo-
torcycle Club member to 10 years in prison for 
killing a Pomona SWAT o�cer who was serv-
ing a search warrant at the man’s San Gabriel 
home in 2014.

But 44-year-old David Martinez won’t be 
serving a decade in prison since he has been in  

POMONA

Man gets 10 years for 
killing SWAT o
cer

By Christina Merino
cmerino@scng.com

The second annual Long Beach Black Restau-
rant Week got an early start Tuesday by giving 
those who are homeless an opportunity to try the 
food made by Black chefs and business owners.

The event served about 200 homeless men, 
women and children a three-course lunch at the 
Long Beach Rescue Mission, a nonprofit home-
less shelter, according to organizers.

Female chefs also prepared breakfast and din-
ner for 60 residents at Lydia House, the mission’s 

LONG BEACH

Chefs 
feed 
those 
in need 
3-course lunches are served to 
homeless people as part of early 
start to Black Restaurant Week

By Linh Tat
ltat@scng.com

Jesica Santiago’s father had lost 
his job, and the family learned 
that the rent for their Echo Park 
apartment was increasing about 
$1,000 per month. Her family 
might have been left homeless had 
it not been for the city of Los An-
geles’ eviction moratorium, which 
has allowed her family to stay put.

In the meantime, landlord Ky 
Trang Ho estimates she’s lost 
more than $70,000 in unpaid 
rent, including from tenants she 
said posted images or stories on 
social media of themselves on 
vacations or purchasing a car 
or other expensive items while 
claiming they couldn’t a�ord to 
pay rent.

While Santiago and fellow rent-
ers worry that the eviction mora-

torium that ends Feb. 1 and puts 
tenants at risk of becoming home-
less, Ho and other landlords say 
it’s time to scrap a policy that 
placed an unfair burden on them 
for nearly three years.

That tension has been playing 
out this month as tenant rights 
groups ramp up calls for the city 
to extend the eviction morato-
rium or adopt new, permanent 
protections for renters before the 

moratorium sunsets.
With hundreds of thousands 

of renters in the city of L.A., and 
landlords contemplating taking 
their business elsewhere if they 
feel the city isn’t friendly toward 
them, the City Council will be 
wrestling with high-stake deci-
sions in the coming days.

Twice now, the council has 
voted to end the city’s COVID-19 
state of emergency after Jan. 31, a 

move that will, in turn, trigger the 
end of L.A.’s eviction moratorium.

That means landlords again 
will be able to evict tenants for 
unpaid rent. Tenants who owe 
back rent will have a grace pe-
riod of six to 12 months to repay 
those debts.

But tenant rights advocates 
say the pandemic isn’t over and 
that not all who lost their jobs or  
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Renter protection motion before panel
Housing committee to consider proposal to extend eviction moratorium past Feb. 1; item could come up for vote by Friday
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By Laylan Connelly
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As storms soak Southern Cal-
ifornia and runo� from the rain 
rushes down rivers and channels, 
water isn’t the only thing flowing 
into the ocean.

Trash and debris, pet excre-
ment, toxic chemicals and pesti-
cides all get flushed from streets, 
gutters and sewers, flowing into 
channels, creeks and, eventually, 
the ocean. Piles of debris dump 
onto beaches, not only creating 
an unsightly landfill-like sea-
scape, but also a hazard for sea 
creatures and birds that mistake 
the trash for a treat.

“Trash severely threatens habi-
tat and wildlife, causes entangle-
ment, makes habitat unsuitable, 
(it) has human health impacts — 
there’s all kinds of gross reasons 
trash isn’t welcome in our waters 

ENVIRONMENT

STOPPING TRASH 
EN ROUTE TO SEA

 WATCHARA PHOMICINDA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A worker picks up trash in a �ood-control channel catch basin in Ontario a�er a Nov. 8 rainstorm. 

JEFF GRITCHEN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A boom catches debris near the mouth of the Los Angeles River in Long Beach on 
Tuesday. One group removed 50,000 pounds of trash from the river last year.

Agencies, pushed by a 2030 state mandate, beginning to slow the 
massive amounts of debris that ow to the ocean a�er rainstorms
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An event honoring 
Darnell Calhoun draws 
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Sheri�’s Department 
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shelter for women and chil-
dren.

“There are so many of 
our neighbors that will not 
get to dine out during Black 
Restaurant Week,” Terri 
Henry, executive director 
of the organization Long 
Beach Food & Beverage, 
said at the event. “So 
serving a gourmet meal 
to those struggling with 
homelessness is our way 
of bringing it to them, 
and the chefs love it. They 
love giving back to the com-
munity.”

Long Beach Black Res-
taurant Week will run Sun-
day through Jan. 29 and 
will celebrate African, Af-
rican American and Carib-
bean food in and around 
the city. The eight-day 
event also seeks to high-
light Black-owned culinary 
businesses, as well as Black 
chefs and bartenders, ac-
cording to event organizer 
Long Beach Food & Bever-
age, a nonprofit dedicated 
to providing a platform for 
the city’s restaurant com-
munity.

The kick-o� event started 
early Tuesday morning at 
the Lydia House, with a 
gourmet breakfast for its 
residents. The meals were 
prepared and served by 
chef Melissa Ramsay and 
the team at Fresh o� the 
Yacht Catering.

“Despite its size, Long 
Beach is a tightly knit 
community where diver-
sity and civic pride is our 
strength,” Ramsay said in 
a statement. “My fellow 
chefs and I are excited to 
kick o� Long Beach Black 
Restaurant Week by treat-
ing those most vulnerable 
in our city to some unfor-
gettable meals.”

Lunch was prepared and 
served by chefs Ronnie 
Woods of Northtown Bis-
tro Pop-up, Ahmad Butler 
of Miller-Butler, Quianna 
Bradley of A Pinch of Salt 
Catering, LaTanya Ward of 
Filthy Rich Banana Pud-
ding and DeAndre Parks 
of Strong Beach Lemonade.

“I’m glad to be back do-
ing it again, feeding these 
guys again,” said Woods, 
who participated in Black 
Restaurant Week last year. 
“I see some familiar faces 
from last year and it’s great. 
It’s Long Beach; it’s what 
we’re supposed to do, give 
back to the community.”

As guests were brought 
in, the hot meals were 
served with a glass of fresh 
lemonade from Parks.

“I’m born and raised in 
Long Beach and just giving 
back to Long Beach, I’m all 
with it,” said Parks, who 
eventually wants to turn 
his family-run lemonade 
business into a nonprofit to 
keep helping people in the 
community.

As guests put away their 
empty plates and headed 
out, they thanked the chefs 

for sharing their food.
“It’s been awesome. (The 

chefs are) doing what they 
do best and everything 
they made was great,” Ru-
ben Gutierrez, kitchen su-
pervisor at Long Beach 
Rescue Mission, said dur-
ing the event. “The men 
and the women really en-
joyed it, and they’re really 
happy. I’m sure the outside 
guests are going to be ex-
cited about what they’re 
eating too.”

The rest of the Long 
Beach community will 
have the opportunity to try 
to support these and almost 
30 other Black-owned res-
taurants, food trucks, cater-
ers, bakeries, pop-ups and 
retail food businesses dur-
ing Black Restaurant Week.

Businesses will o�er dis-
counted specials and spe-
cial menu items. People are 
invited to dine in, take out, 
or have featured items deliv-
ered from restaurants or or-
der from the websites of vari-
ous home cottage businesses 
or pop-ups for pick-up.

Pop-up events will take 
place at Trademark Brew-
ing, 233 E. Anaheim St., 
from 4:30-10 p.m. Tuesday 
and at The Cove Hotel, 200 
E. Willow St., from 5-9 p.m. 
Jan. 26.

There are no tickets or 
passes required to partici-
pate.

For more information on 
businesses participating 
in Long Beach Black Res-
taurant Week, go to black 
restaurantweeklb.com.
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Guests of the Long Beach Rescue Mission dine on a meal prepared by Black chefs and 
Black business owners ahead of the start of Black Restaurant Week in Long Beach.

custody since 2014. His de-
fense attorney, Brady Sul-
livan, calculated Marti-
nez has been in county jail 
for eight years and three 
months. His release date 
would have been March 26, 
according to Sullivan.

No date for his release has 
been set.

Martinez took a deal and 
pleaded no contest on Nov. 
30 to the voluntary man-
slaughter of O¤cer Shaun 
Diamond and assault with 
a firearm on a police o¤cer.

Judge Charlaine F. Olm-
edo gave him 10 years for the 
manslaughter and 10 years 
for the assault but stayed 
the sentence for the assault 
charge. Deputy District At-
torney Jack Garden had 
asked the court for a max-
imum sentence of 33 years 
to life.

“This is such a tragic 
case,” the judge said.

While two juries acquit-
ted Martinez of murder, Ol-
medo said the jurors didn’t 
believe the shooting was self-
defense, as Martinez’s law-
yer had argued.

She told Martinez he 
was originally facing life in 
prison without parole. She 
said he now will serve his 
sentence and return to his 
family.

“Be the father, brother, 
son they deserve,” Olmedo 
told him.

Martinez was tried twice. 
The jury in the 2019 trial 
acquitted him of first-de-
gree murder but were dead-
locked on second-degree 
murder. The jurors in the 
second trial last year found 
him not guilty of second-de-
gree murder but couldn’t de-
cide on the charges of man-
slaughter and assault with a 
firearm on an o¤cer.

The verdicts disappointed 
them, Pomona Police Deputy 
Chief Christian Hsu said.

As for the sentence?
“That was the decision of 

the judge,” Hsu said, adding 
that the department won’t 
comment on it.

Sheriff’s Detective Ray 
Lugo, the investigator in the 

case, didn’t 
agree with 
the sentence.

“Evidence 
showed he 
[Martinez] 
was under 
the inf lu-
ence of meth 
at the time 

of the shooting,” Lugo said. 
“Everybody in the house 
heard the (police) announce-
ments.”

Martinez, who wanted 
out of the Mongols, didn’t 
know it was police at the 
door and thought they were 
fellow Mongols trying to 
break into the home, accord-
ing to his attorney, Sullivan. 
He fired a 12-gauge shotgun 
to protect his family, Sulli-
van said.

Martinez testified he 
didn’t hear o¤cers say “po-
lice” or “search warrant.”

Before the sentencing, 
Lugo asked to speak. He 
asked the judge not to let 
Martinez go home soon and 
to send him to prison.

“David did commit the 
crime,” Lugo said. “He had 
anger issues. He was on 
meth. He stands up there 
[and] pretends to be a great 
guy, but he is a fake.” 

Martinez’s parents, his 
sister and several neighbors 
heard the police announce-
ments, Lugo added.

“And Margo I’m so sorry,” 
Lugo said, addressing Dia-
mond’s daughter, Margo Di-
amond Nelson.

Nelson said she was get-
ting ready for work when the 
doorbell rang the morning of 
Oct. 28, 2014. Someone came 
to take her to the hospital. 
She was told her father had 
been shot in the face. When 
she saw him cleaned up and 
bandaged in the hospital she 
said she had hope.

But she realized things 
were not OK, Nelson said.

She decided to remove 
him from life-support the 
next day. She held his lifeless 
hand and watched him die. 
His organs were donated. 
Diamond was 45.

She said she hopes Mar-
tinez is haunted by what he 
did.

“When David leaves jail, 
which is unfortunately 
sooner than later, he will go 

back to his club and family,” 
she said. “He will get a patch 
to celebrate killing my dad. 
I don’t need to forgive David 
and I never will.” 

Martinez apologized for 
his involvement.

“The truth of the matter 
is it was a tragic accident,” 
he said.

He understands the pain 
of Diamond’s family, he said. 
Martinez said he didn’t in-
tend to shoot an o¤cer but 
to protect his family.

A multi-agency opera-
tion targeting the Mongols 
served several warrants on 
Oct. 28, 2014. The Pomona 
SWAT team was not part of 
the task force but was asked 
to serve the search warrant 
at the home of Martinez’s 
parents in the 100 block of 
North San Marino Avenue in 
San Gabriel.

O¤cers made announce-
ments and said they had a 
search warrant, according 
to prosecutors. Martinez 
tested positive for metham-
phetamine the day of the 
shooting and police found 
the drug in the home, pros-
ecutors said.

Martinez testified he 
heard a banging sound, 
grabbed the shotgun by the 
side of his bed and headed 
for the front door, where he 
thought someone was break-
ing in.

He saw the barrel of a gun 
pointing at his father and 
fired at the patch of dark sky 
he saw as the door opened, 
he said. Martinez said he 
didn’t see anyone.

Diamond, who had his 
back to the doorway, was 
carrying a tool that he 
and another o¤cer used to 
breach the screen door. The 
shotgun slug hit the back 
of his neck. It severed his 
spine.

Diamond was walking 
away, had his back to Mar-
tinez and didn’t have a gun 
in his hand, Garden said.

None of the o¤cers fired 
their weapons, according 
to Deputy District Attor-
ney Hilary Williams. Dia-
mond died the next day at 
Huntington Hospital in Pas-
adena.

Martinez returns to a Los 
Angeles court on March 22 
for a restitution hearing.
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